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A leper came to Jesus ... 

We live in a world of suffering: suffering 
caused by diseases, suffering caused by 
the exclusion of people, suffering caused by 
greed and jealousy. But rather than just say 
that is 'the lot of humanity' we look towards 
Jesus as the one who brings healing, who 
welcomes people into his embrace, and 
who proclaims a new way of living. To  
belong to this community is to recognise the 
mystery of God's forgiveness and healing 
made visible to us in Christ Jesus, our Lord.  

There is always a strange tension when we gather as God's people. On the one 
hand, we become conscious of our unity in the Christ: people who are sisters 
and brothers in baptism. The way we speak at the liturgy reminds us of this. On 
the other hand, we recall in prayer the brokenness of humanity: people who are 
sick, people who are warring with one another, people who are suffering  
because of the actions of fellow humans. Today we remind ourselves that  
Jesus entered into this suffering world bringing healing and peace, and that he 
has called us to carry on this work of reconciling people to one another and to 
the Father. 

Put bluntly, if we want to gather here as sisters and brothers – and that is the  
condition of taking part in the Eucharist –then we have to be individuals who bring 
healing and forgiveness to those we encounter. 

Jesus encountered the man with the skin complaint, touched him and brought  
healing. We encounter others and touch their lives; that encounter should be one 
that promotes peace and trust between people. ……… 

The odds are that each of us gathered here will encounter one fellow creature  
during the coming week who is our equivalent of the socially isolated sick person: 
someone on the margins of society, reviled, suspected, suffering. When that person 
encounters us will she or he encounter more of the same or will it be more like  
encountering the Christ? The greatest miracle of change may be in how we react in 
that encounter . 
                                         extract from catholicireland.net 
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Ash Wednesday 

On Ash Wednesday, we begin again our 
Lenten journey of renewal and  
conversion. On this day we traditionally 
had our foreheads marked with ashes in 
the sign of the Cross with the words: 
‘Dust you are and into dust you shall 
return’ This year as we are unable to be 
marked by ashes in our churches, we 
offer this simple prayer resource to 

support families in prayer on Ash 
Wednesday at home. We pray that Lent 
2021 will be a journey of renewal for 
families, for the community, and for the 
world.  
Ash Wednesday Prayer Service for Families at home  include 

- A Prayer Service for families at home; 
- A guide on how to create a Sacred Space in the home for Lent; 
- An Ash Wednesday Home Prayer Liturgy; 
- An Act of Spiritual Communion in Lent; 
- The Diocesan Prayer for Lent; and 

• Links to other resources 

 

Note Trocaire boxes will be available at the church doors 

Streamed Mass Schedule  
 

Weekend Masses 

Vigils        7:00pm Vigil  
                 8:00pm (Hospital Mass) 
Sundays : 10:00am 11:15am and 12:00pm 

 

Weekdays 09:15am  10:00am and 11:00am 

Saturday    10:00am  11:00am 

 

Our online masses can be accessed here ONLINE 

https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/ash-wednesday-17-february-2021
http://www.youtube.com/watersideparish
https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/ash-wednesday-17-february-2021
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Pope Francis message for Lent 2021 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Jesus revealed to his disciples 
the deepest meaning of his  
mission when he told them of his 
passion, death and resurrection, 
in fulfilment of the Father’s will. 
He then called the disciples to 
share in this mission for the  
salvation of the world. 

In our Lenten journey towards 
Easter, let us remember the One 
who “humbled himself and  
became obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross” (Phil 2:8). During this season of conversion, let us renew our 
faith, draw from the “living water” of hope, and receive with open hearts the love of 
God, who makes us brothers and sisters in Christ. At the Easter vigil, we will renew 
our baptismal promises and experience rebirth as new men and women by the  
working of the Holy Spirit. This Lenten journey, like the entire pilgrimage of the  
Christian life, is even now illumined by the light of the resurrection, which inspires the 
thoughts, attitudes and decisions of the followers of Christ. 

Fasting, prayer and almsgiving, as preached by Jesus (cf. Mt 6:1-18), enable and  
express our conversion. The path of poverty and self-denial (fasting), concern and 
loving care for the poor (almsgiving), and childlike dialogue with the Father (prayer) 
make it possible for us to live lives of sincere faith, living hope and effective charity. 
Read the full message  

Archbishop Eamon Martin of Armagh has said that while Ash Wednesday 2021 will be 
mostly without ashes, families can still pray, fast and be generous this Lent. 

The archbishop was speaking as the Church prepares to celebrate the Season of Lent in 
the context of Covid-19 restrictions. 

Archbishop Martin said, “The season of Lent is a forty day penitential period leading up to 
Holy Week and Easter when Christians mark the crucifixion, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. For Catholics the beginning of  Lent is traditionally marked by a day of  
fasting and by the distribution of ashes on the foreheads of church-goers.  Believers are 
encouraged to make a commitment to prayer, charity and fasting or self-denial.  

Read the full  Article at CatholicNews.ie 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20201111_messaggio-quaresima2021.html
https://catholicnews.ie/ash-wednesday-2021-will-be-mostly-without-ashes-but-families-can-pray-fast-and-be-generous-archbishop-eamon-martin/
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20201111_messaggio-quaresima2021.html
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Contact Details 

 

Parish Office                     028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net 
Rev. Michael Canny         028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net  
Rev. Sean O’Donnell        028-7134 2303 sean.odonnell@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Malachy Gallagher   028-7134 2303 malachy.gallagher@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Roni Zacharias         028-7134 2303 Roni@watersideparish.net 
 

Website: www.waterside parish.net  Facebook: @watersidestrathfoyle   
Twitter: @WatersideParish  

Rest in Peace 

 

Deaths:   
 

Anniversaries:     
Pat Simms, Joe Kelly, John Harkin, Dee Dee Kelly, Kimmy Cirillo,  
Michael and Margaret McGonigle, John Deehan, Mary Deane,  
Vera Doherty, Johnny Crumley, Alex and Mary Arbuckle,  
Gerry McLaughlin, George Caldwell, John Mullan, Charlie Storey,  
Lizzie McGee, Terence McCrossan   

A Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,   I believe that You are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You  
sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  


