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Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ - Corpus Christi 
 

The last supper accounts in the gospels can 
only be properly understood against the back-
ground of the Jewish Feast of Passover. At the 
time of Jesus Jews all over the Roman Empire 
gathered to celebrate this great feast, seeing 
in it not only a glorious past event but also the 
promise of a new intervention by God when he 
would once again act to free them from  
oppression and remove the guilt of their sin. It 
is precisely this understanding that we find in 
today's reading from Mark. Jesus' action at the table is a ritual that anticipates his 
life-giving death. His death on the cross inaugurates a new covenant, a new  
relationship between God and his people... As we share the meal let us pray for the 
grace to live a life that is worthy of it.. As the new people of God we celebrate our 
identity when we come together for Eucharist. We give thanks for who we are and 
all that God has done for us.                                          

To understand the Eucharist we do not need to be experts in theology nor in the  
rituals of ancient Israel. Jesus left us the symbols of bread and wine as realities that 
speak to us of nourishment and celebration. He gave us these realities the night  
before He died as he shared a meal with his dearest friends in the world. As on the 
next day he would give his life on the cross, so in this meal he gave himself to them, 
a lasting gift of love and friendship that only God could give. By participating in it we 
commit ourselves to the new and everlasting covenant, a covenant which  
recognises that we are brothers and sisters of Jesus and children of the one Father. 
As we share the meal let us pray for the grace to live a life that is worthy of it.  

Prayer reflection 

 

Lord, on this great feast we thank you for the weekly assembly of  your Church 

when we gather as disciples to celebrate your Passover,and you are present with 
us, saying "Take and eat, this is my body," then saying "This is my blood, the blood 
of the covenant, which is poured out for many." 

"No one takes my life from me; I lay it down of my own free will, and as it is in my 
power to lay it down, so it is in my power to take it up again."... John 10:18 

                        
                                             extract from catholicireland.net 
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The month of June is dedicated to The Sacred Heart of Jesus. This month falls 
within the liturgical season of Ordinary Time, which is represented by the liturgical  
colour green. This symbol of hope is the colour of the sprouting seed and arouses in 
the faithful the hope of reaping the eternal harvest of heaven, especially the hope of a 
glorious resurrection. It is used in the offices and Masses of Ordinary Time.  
 

The Pope’s intentions for June: The Beauty of Marriage —Let us pray for young 
people who are preparing for marriage with the support of a Christian community: 
may they grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness and patience. 
 

CORPUS CHRISTI - Dear Brothers and Sisters, (by Pope Benedict XV1) 
This morning too I would like to introduce a female figure to you. She is little known 
but the Church is deeply indebted to her, not only because of the holiness of her life 
but also because, with her great fervour, she contributed to the institution of one of 
the most important solemn Liturgies of the year: Corpus Christi. … read more 

 

 

Messenger Publications are offering a free online copy.  
Note the Sacred Heart Novena begins on page 27. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Net, the monthly publication sharing the fruits of faith in the Derry  
Diocese, is now available on the Diocesan website and Facebook Page.  
 

Organisations across the North West are gearing up for the  
Feast Day of St Colmcille on 9th June – a date that is all the 

more special given this historic year as the 1500th  
anniversary of the Saint’s birth.  read more 

 

 

Aid for the Children of Yemen: Fr Neal Carlin's new book,  
The Eagle, The Tiger and Covid, is now on sale at €10/£10 and can be 

 purchased by Contacting goldenagecentre@hotmail.com. All proceeds  
are being sent via a direct contact to aid the Children of Yemen. 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=9471
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/view.cfm?id=9471
https://www.derrystrabane.com/Council/News/President,-Bishops-and-Ambassadors-set-to-mark-St-
https://issuu.com/messengerpublications/docs/messenger_june_v11.3_low_res
https://www.derrystrabane.com/Council/News/President,-Bishops-and-Ambassadors-set-to-mark-St-
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Our Parish Mass Schedule  
 

 

Weekday schedule   

                                                09.15am    Immaculate Conception  

                                                10:00am    St Columb’s,  

                                                11:00am    St Oliver Plunkett  
       11:00am    St Mary’s Oratory (Wednesday only) 

                                                07:30pm   St Columb’s  

 

Saturday Morning                 10:00am St Columb’s 

                    11:00am Immaculate Conception 

Weekend schedule Vigils 06:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

      06:00pm  St Oliver Plunkett 

      07:00pm St Columb’s 

      08:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

Morning (Sunday)                 09:30am  Immaculate Conception 

      10:00am  St Columb’s 

      11:15am St Oliver Plunkett  

      12 noon  Immaculate Conception 

      12:30pm St Columb’s 

Evening (Sunday)                 06:00pm   St Columb’s 

NB!       Mass in St Mary’s Oratory, Newbuildings on Wednesday at 11:00am  

 

The full schedule is available on the parish website 

All Liturgies are streamed on www.youtube.com/watersideparish 

https://watersideparish.host/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Week-and-Easter-Schedule-for-2021.pdf
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Contact Details 

 

Parish Office                     028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net 
Rev. Michael Canny         028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net  
Rev. Sean O’Donnell        028-7134 2303 sean.odonnell@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Malachy Gallagher   028-7134 2303 malachy.gallagher@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Roni Zacharias         028-7134 2303 Roni@watersideparish.net 
 

Website: www.waterside parish.net  Facebook: @watersidestrathfoyle   
Twitter: @WatersideParish  

Rest in Peace 

Deaths:   
Ella Doherty, Bayswater, Philomena Stratton, nee McStravick, 
Gortmore Place, Strathfoyle 

Anniversaries:     
Sarah McLaughlin, Rory Finnis, Patrick Mullan, Ellen Monaghan, Ita Gill, 
George and Annie McLucas, Ciaran McClintock, Bridget Barron,  
Ella Barron, Angela Dunlop, Margaret Craig, Margaret and Joseph Murray, 
Rose Ann Murphy, Gretta McLaughlin, Mary Callaghan, Madge Shotter, 
Laura McNutt, Alex McSheffrey, Paul Murray  
 

A Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,   I believe that You are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You  
sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  


