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  Do not be afraid.  
 

A man had an addictive habit in his life. He said: “It took 
me a long time, and countless failures, to realize that you 
can't change your life simply by willpower. You can only 
change it by grace and community.” Alcoholics  
Anonymous has always known this. It’s not enough just to 
have willpower. It’s only by touching some higher power, 
and this is most easily done within a community, that we 
actually change our lives. 

This seems to be in the gospel today. Grace went out 
from Jesus and healing. And it happened in the  
community of the disciples and family. A young girl had 
died – the beginning of her mature life. An older lady 
who had been ill for years.  The big ministry of Jesus was for healing and he 
healed where others did not – among women.  People brought people to him, 
people prayed for each other as we do today, in a community of healing. 

The Church needs to rediscover this.  Our liturgies can be so individualistic – 
even how we sit separately, and often ‘pray our own thing’. The Mass is our 
Mass, not mine, not yours.  The people at the house of Jairus and the disciples 
around the woman were together in faith and in prayer.  We cannot be  
Christians on our own. Faith is personal but not private.  Our gatherings need 
more of the communal faith, with a sincere welcome as we enter and a hope to 
make life better for others as we exit. 

Ordinary ways too -even a hello on the street, an enquiry about a worry, a helping 
hand in many ways bring the healing love of Jesus as it was brought to the people 
then. 

At first glance, there may not seem to be much connection between these readings 
but an incident from the life of Gerard Manley Hopkins might shed some light on the 
strong link that is there. Someone once wrote to the poet asking how he could come 
to know God. Hopkins wrote back with the simple answer: 
‘Give alms.’ The God who wills us to live eternally cannot be known in theory or  
theology — he can only be truly known through love.  That is our calling as  
Christians.' If we understand that we have been made rich through the poverty of 
Jesus then we cannot but reach out to others.  
                                                     extract from catholicireland.net 
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Fan the Flame We had a lovely celebration of #FantheFlame Mass today 

(June 21st) A few pupils were present representing all the Y7/6th Class  
Pupils @TheDerryDiocese  Bishop McKeown invited the children to fan  
the spark of faith within them into a flame . Homily - Bishop Donal 
 

The annual Reek Sunday Pilgrimage on Croagh Patrick, which was  
cancelled last year due to the Covid-19 pandemic, will be going ahead this year 
albeit in a much extended format from Wednesday to Saturday, 1- 31 July.  
Pilgrims are asked to plan their climb well in advance, and to choose a  
weekday when Croagh Patrick is quieter. 
 

The Reek Pilgrimage normally takes place on the last Sunday in July, however 
the indulgence for the pilgrimage extends throughout the  
summer months up to the end of September. This is the first 
time in the history of the pilgrimage that such an extended  
pilgrimage programme is offered in order to facilitate those  
wishing to fulfil the obligations of the pilgrimage on the mountain. 
The QR code can be scanned for daily updates on the  
pilgrimage, particularly in relation to weather conditions. 
 

Sharing the Good News - Newsletter of the Irish catholic Bishops  
Conference. Issue 66 June2021 now available 

 

CERTIFICATE IN CHRISTIAN THOUGHT: Drumalis Retreat Centre, in  
association with St Mary’s University College, Belfast, invites applications for 
this two-year, part-time, intensive course which begins in September 2021. The 
course will be delivered over 7 Saturdays in each of two successive years, 
from 10:00am until 4:30pm.   The Certificate in Christian Thought programme 
aims to offer a space where adults can explore, reflect upon, discuss and study 
faith and how it relates to life in today's world, both at a personal and  
community level.  During the course, participants will cover topics on:  
Spirituality, Pastoral Theology, The Eucharist, Living the Christian Life, The 
Sacraments, The Scriptures, Where in the World is God? And much more.  Full  
details at: derrydiocese.org/news/certificate-in-christian-thought 
 

Accord Derry are facilitating an extra course on 20th and 21st July 2021. 
Virtual Interactive Marriage Preparation Course Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 
21st July 2021.  Time 7.00pm to 9.00pm each night.Cost £135.00 per couple. 
Can be booked on www.accordni.com 

 

 

https://www.derrydiocese.org/news/homily-fan-the-flame-2021-bishop-mckeown
https://www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Sharing-the-Good-News-Issue-66-June-2021.pdf
derrydiocese.org/news/certificate-in-christian-thought
http://www.accordni.com
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Our Parish Mass Schedule  
 

 

Weekday schedule   

                                                09.15am    Immaculate Conception  

                                                10:00am    St Columb’s,  

                                                11:00am    St Oliver Plunkett  
       11:00am    St Mary’s Oratory (Wednesday only) 

                                                07:30pm   St Columb’s  

 

Saturday Morning                 10:00am St Columb’s 

                    11:00am Immaculate Conception 

Weekend schedule Vigils 06:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

      06:00pm  St Oliver Plunkett 

      07:00pm St Columb’s 

      08:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

Morning (Sunday)                 09:30am  Immaculate Conception 

      10:00am  St Columb’s 

      11:15am St Oliver Plunkett  

      12 noon  Immaculate Conception 

      12:30pm St Columb’s 

Evening (Sunday)                 06:00pm   St Columb’s 

NB!       Mass in St Mary’s Oratory, Newbuildings on Wednesday at 11:00am  

 

The full schedule is available on the parish website 

All Liturgies are streamed on www.youtube.com/watersideparish 

https://watersideparish.host/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Week-and-Easter-Schedule-for-2021.pdf
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Contact Details 

 

Parish Office                     028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net 
Rev. Michael Canny         028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net  
Rev. Sean O’Donnell        028-7134 2303 sean.odonnell@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Malachy Gallagher   028-7134 2303 malachy.gallagher@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Roni Zacharias         028-7134 2303 Roni@watersideparish.net 
 

Website: www.waterside parish.net  Facebook: @watersidestrathfoyle   
Twitter: @WatersideParish  

Rest in Peace 

Deaths:   
 

Anniversaries:     
Willie McGrath, John Carlin, Benny McChrystal, Rose Walker,  
Sheila Coyle, Mary Mullan, Violet McAllister, Bridie McKinney,  
Donal Ward, Sean Ward, John and Sadie McConomy, Bernard  
Hannaway, George Faulkner, Robert Brown, Ruby Bradley.   
 

 

A Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,   I believe that You are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You  
sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  


