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He was amazed at their lack of faith. 
The situation recorded in today's  
gospel shows a reaction that must 
have been widespread: the local  
people have Jesus in one box in their 
imaginations: he is the guy from down 
the road—they know him, his brothers 
and sisters, and his background. For 
anyone who comes from their town 
they have a box for what they expect 
for and from that person: fine to get 
him to do a job for you, fine to go to 
the well with his sisters, fine to  
engage with them socially. That's all 
there is to them: another family, just 
like us, and they should not think of 
themselves as anything special. So if Jesus stands up and presents himself as a 
leader, that is just not on! 

On the other hand, they have heard him in the synagogue: he comes across as one 
filled with wisdom, he is a teacher like they have heard, he speaks in a way they 
have always imagined a prophet would speak. They have another box marked 
'prophet' and he seems to fit there too! But that box comes with a label: prophets 
are very distant from everyday life, they are exceptional in every way, they are 'not 
like us'. 

So when these people find that Jesus ticking both the box marked 'prophet' and 
ticking the box marked 'ordinary bloke' / 'regular guy' /'one of our own,' they cannot 
cope with this complexity. So, since they are more sure that he is the guy down the 
road, they reject him as a prophet. 

Faith is the ability to imagine that God's goodness is greater and closer than the bits
-and-pieces around us and the ups-anddowns of life. In this case, faith was the  
ability to imagine that God was so close that Jesus was both the guy from down the 
road and the great prophet and the wise teacher and more besides. But the group 
could not make that leap of imagination —and Jesus was amazed at their lack of 
faith…. 

For many people, it is fine to think of Jesus as a wise teacher —a proclaimer of 
great religious or moral truths — and as such one who should inspire us to high  
ideals. This is all true, but is there a label on that box which says: 'Not needed on a 
day-to-day basis in life'?          
                                                       extract from catholicireland.net 
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FOSTER CARERS NEEDED IN THE NORTH-WEST:  If you are interested in 

hearing information about fostering, you are invited to a Virtual Fostering  
Information Session, on Friday 9 July, 3.00-4.00pm.  To attend,  
call 0800 0720 137 or email info@fostering.hscni.net 
 

The life and spirituality of a diocesan priest 
The Diocese of Derry is hosting its annual 'Come and See' Day for those 

 interested in exploring the life and spirituality of a diocesan priest. 
This 'Come and See' day is open to those who are discerning a vocation to the 
priesthood, and will involve talks and discussions, led by local priests and  
students studying for the diocese, who will share from their own experiences 
and vocational journey. 
This event will be held in Saint Mary's Church, Creggan, Derry City on  
Saturday, 10th July, 10:00am-4:00pm followed by Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament and the Celebration of the Eucharist. 
If you would like to reserve a place or find out more details, please  
contact: Fr Chris Ferguson by Tuesday 6th July, on 00 44 (0)79 73421352 or 
chris_j_ferguson@hotmail.com Full details are available on derryvocations.org 

 

Sharing the Good News - Newsletter of the Irish catholic Bishops  
Conference. Issue 66 June2021 now available 

 

The Matt Talbot Prayer Society – Praying for those suffering from  
Addiction: This Prayer Society has been created to pray for people who are 
suffering from any form of addiction, to pray for those recovering from  
addiction, and to pray for all those affected by addiction, especially family 
members. As we know addiction takes many forms from alcohol, drugs,  
gambling, pornography, to other less acknowledged addictions.   
To join the Matt Talbot Prayer Society, you are invited to enrol the name of the 
person to be prayed for and the addiction we are praying that they will be freed 
from. 
 

Accord Derry are facilitating an extra course on 20th and 21st July 2021. 
Virtual Interactive Marriage Preparation Course Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 
21st July 2021.  Time 7.00pm to 9.00pm each night.Cost £135.00 per couple. 
Can be booked on www.accordni.com 

 

 

https://derryvocations.org/
https://www.catholicbishops.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Sharing-the-Good-News-Issue-66-June-2021.pdf
http://steugenescathedral.com/pdf/040721.pdf
http://www.accordni.com
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Our Parish Mass Schedule  
 

 

Weekday schedule   

                                                09.15am    Immaculate Conception  

                                                10:00am    St Columb’s,  

                                                11:00am    St Oliver Plunkett  
       11:00am    St Mary’s Oratory (Wednesday only) 

                                                07:30pm   St Columb’s  

 

Saturday Morning                 10:00am St Columb’s 

                    11:00am Immaculate Conception 

Weekend schedule Vigils 06:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

      06:00pm  St Oliver Plunkett 

      07:00pm St Columb’s 

      08:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

Morning (Sunday)                 09:30am  Immaculate Conception 

      10:00am  St Columb’s 

      11:15am St Oliver Plunkett  

      12 noon  Immaculate Conception 

      12:30pm St Columb’s 

Evening (Sunday)                 06:00pm   St Columb’s 

NB!       Mass in St Mary’s Oratory, Newbuildings on Wednesday at 11:00am  

 

The full schedule is available on the parish website 

All Liturgies are streamed on www.youtube.com/watersideparish 

https://watersideparish.host/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Week-and-Easter-Schedule-for-2021.pdf
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Contact Details 

 

Parish Office                     028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net 
Rev. Michael Canny         028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net  
Rev. Sean O’Donnell        028-7134 2303 sean.odonnell@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Malachy Gallagher   028-7134 2303 malachy.gallagher@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Roni Zacharias         028-7134 2303 Roni@watersideparish.net 
 

Website: www.waterside parish.net  Facebook: @watersidestrathfoyle   
Twitter: @WatersideParish  

Rest in Peace 

Deaths:   
Thelma Towe, Dunfield Terrace. 

 

Anniversaries:     
Jean Mullan, Laurence Conaghan, Frank McLaughlin,  
Louis McLaughlin, Mary Leitch, Annie O’Kane, James Quigley,  
Pamela Finlay, Bridget McDaid, Neil Curran, Noel McBride,   
 

 

A Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,   I believe that You are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You  
sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  


