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You must come away to some lonely place and rest for a while 

 

The desire to be in the presence of the Lord and to listen to his teaching is what 
draws us together each time we assemble as a 
church — just as we are doing now. Today we 
hear of early groups of people who also had the 
desire to be with Jesus and how he took pity on 
them 'because they were like sheep without a 
shepherd, and he set himself to teach them at 
some length'. Let us set the tone for our  
celebration by thinking about our need to listen 
to the teachings of Jesus so that they can bring 
light into our lives.  

The opening verses of this passage 'come away ... and rest awhile' have launched 
a thousand retreats — but with scarce respect for the actual meaning of Mark's text. 
The whole point of Mark's story is that while it might be nice for Jesus and the  
disciples to have time 'away from it all', that is not to be for the simple reason that 
there is a people in need of pity which manifests itself in teaching  

We only become fully human when we recognise that there is more to life than the 
sum of the bits we can manage, the bits we can cope with, and the bits we can see. 
This child of godrecognition is rarely a blinding flash of understanding that there is a 
'God-shaped aperture' in our existence, rather it is, more often than not, a painful 
discovery that we would almost be glad to avoid. Yet in this discovery we need also 
to appreciate the wisdom who teaches us — here lies the mission of Jesus the 
prophet and teacher. He teaches us to become aware of the deeper needs of our 
humanity: to see ourselves as the Father's children, to work together to build the 
kingdom, and the need to journey through life towards our true home. Jesus both 
teaches us of our fundamental dependency on God, and of the love that God  
constantly offers us. 

We as a community continue that teaching: not just transferring skills such as how 
to pray or how to help the poor, but teaching in the sense of bringing people to  
wisdom. This is the wisdom that knows that our lives are incomplete without  
acknowledging who we are as creatures within a God-given universe. 
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The Lough Derg Pilgrim Path on the lough shore is now open 
daily.  The full route is a 12km loop, with a shorter 8km option, and 
several information boards highlight features of particular 
interest.  Leaflets are available at the Visitors Centre. 
                                                                                                           

A guided walk experience will be offered on Sunday 25th
 and Saturday 

31st
 July, with Mass outdoors, weather permitting.  Further dates for these 

guided walks will follow for late August and early September. 
  

For bookings and further information email info@loughderg.org  or  
telephone 0(0353) 71 9861518. www.loughderg.org      Lough Derg 
Pilgrim Path, Pettigo, Co Donegal.  F94 N289 

 

Derry Mission Community. A fortnightly gathering of Christians from all 
across the city to worship God together and be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Join with us as we connect to God's heart and purpose for this place.  
Fridays July 23rd, August 6th and August 27th at  8:30pm Columba 
House , 11 Queen Street Derry BT48 7EG. Telephone 07742262110 

 

Pope Francis has established a World Day for Grandparents and the  
Elderly, which will take  place  for  the  first  time  on  Sunday,  25th  July 
2021  on  the  theme  ‘I  am  with  you always’ (Mt 28:20).   
 

Accord Derry are facilitating an extra course on 20th and 21st July 2021. 
Virtual Interactive Marriage Preparation Course Tuesday 20th and 
Wednesday 21st July 2021.  Time 7.00pm to 9.00pm each night.Cost 
£135.00 per couple. Can be booked on www.accordni.com 

 

Foyle Hospice is currently seeking new volunteers to join the team in  
their  Day  Hospice.  With  services  re-opening  Foyle  Hospice  are  in   
urgent   need  of  volunteer  Hairdressers, Complementary Therapists  
and Beauticians/Nail Technicians.    The Day Hospice is operational on  
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  If you have these skills or  
qualifications and have a few hours to  spare please contact Rachael  
Osbourne, Volunteer Co-ordinator, Foyle Hospice, 028 71351010 or   
email rachael@foylehospice.com. 
 

 

mailto:info@loughderg.org%20
http://www.loughderg.org/
http://www.accordni.com
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Our Parish Mass Schedule  
 

 

Weekday schedule   

                                                09.15am    Immaculate Conception  

                                                10:00am    St Columb’s,  

                                                11:00am    St Oliver Plunkett  
       11:00am    St Mary’s Oratory (Wednesday only) 

                                                07:30pm   St Columb’s  

 

Saturday Morning                 10:00am St Columb’s 

                    11:00am Immaculate Conception 

Weekend schedule Vigils 06:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

      06:00pm  St Oliver Plunkett 

      07:00pm St Columb’s 

      08:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

Morning (Sunday)                 09:30am  Immaculate Conception 

      10:00am  St Columb’s 

      11:15am St Oliver Plunkett  

      12 noon  Immaculate Conception 

      12:30pm St Columb’s 

Evening (Sunday)                 06:00pm   St Columb’s 

NB!       Mass in St Mary’s Oratory, Newbuildings on Wednesday at 11:00am  

 

The full schedule is available on the parish website 

All Liturgies are streamed on www.youtube.com/watersideparish 

https://watersideparish.host/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Week-and-Easter-Schedule-for-2021.pdf
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Contact Details 

 

Parish Office                     028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net 
Rev. Michael Canny         028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net  
Rev. Sean O’Donnell        028-7134 2303 sean.odonnell@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Malachy Gallagher   028-7134 2303 malachy.gallagher@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Roni Zacharias         028-7134 2303 Roni@watersideparish.net 
 

Website: www.waterside parish.net  Facebook: @watersidestrathfoyle   
Twitter: @WatersideParish  

Rest in Peace 

 

Deaths:   
Nora McStravick, Gortfoyle Place, Strathfoyle, Margaret Kelly,  
Mimosa Court, Jimmy Curran, Dunfield Terrace     

 

Anniversaries:     

Rose Anne and Willie McCauley, Ruby Sharkey, Sarah Keys,  
Paddy O’Kane, Kathleen Ryan 

 

A Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,   I believe that You are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You  
sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  


