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Where can we buy some bread for these people to eat? 

For the next five Sundays we set aside our reading of the gospel of Mark to devote  
attention to John 6 and the Bread of Life  
discourse. The fourth gospel differs from the 
others in many respects and one is the way in 
which the evangelist teases out the implications 
of Jesus' actions through long discussions in 
which the participants are being asked to  
consider in depth the symbolism behind his 
deeds. The multiplication of the loaves and  
fishes is the only miracle story that John shares 
with the other gospels, though he calls them signs because of his desire to highlight 
not so much the power of Jesus but his identity. The signs point to who he is as the 
one sent by the Father. John's account of this differs in some small ways. He tells 
us these events take place just before the feast of Passover and thereby invites us 
to make a connection with that founding story of the Israelites when God fed them in 
the wilderness. He also notes that the boy brings five 'barley loaves' which was the 
bread of the poor. Finally, we are told that twelve baskets of scraps are gathered up 
so that nothing may be lost. Here it is possible to see a symbolism referring to  
Jesus' desire to gather to himself the new people of God. 

 

It is not given to us to perform miracles like Elisha and Jesus but perhaps that is as 
it should be. In a world where there is so much need, we have a great deal to give. 
It may not seem like much to us but when it is shared it becomes more than we can 
ever imagine. The miracles worked by Jesus and Elisha needed someone to come 
along and offer what they had. God still needs us to do the same and still  
guarantees that if we do, things will happen! That we are reading from John over 
the next few weeks is an invitation to realise that while all the gospels proclaim  
Jesus, they do so differently. This means that we need to read them differently so 
that we can get the most from what the evangelist is trying to say. Very early on in 
the tradition of the church, John's was called the 'spiritual gospel' because from the 
beginning it was recognised that he was challenging us to think very deeply about 
the mystery of the Word made flesh. 

 

                                                       extract from catholicireland.net 
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The Lough Derg Pilgrim Path on the lough shore is now open 
daily.  The full route is a 12km loop, with a shorter 8km option, and 
several information boards highlight features of particular 
interest.  Leaflets are available at the Visitors Centre. 
                                                                                                           

A guided walk experience will be offered on Sunday 25th
 and Saturday 

31st
 July, with Mass outdoors, weather permitting.  Further dates for these 

guided walks will follow for late August and early September. 
  

For bookings and further information email info@loughderg.org  or  
telephone 0(0353) 71 9861518. www.loughderg.org      Lough Derg 
Pilgrim Path, Pettigo, Co Donegal.  F94 N289 

 

Pope Francis has established a World Day for Grandparents and the  
Elderly, which will take  place  for  the  first  time  this  Sunday,  25th  July 
2021  on  the  theme  ‘I  am  with  you always’ (Mt 28:20).   
 

Pope Francis prays with grandparents and the elderly in a video released 
for the first-ever World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly scheduled 
for Sunday. Watch the Video 

 

Foyle Hospice is currently seeking new volunteers to join the team in  
their  Day  Hospice.  With  services  re-opening  Foyle  Hospice  are  in   
urgent   need  of  volunteer  Hairdressers, Complementary Therapists  
and Beauticians/Nail Technicians.    The Day Hospice is operational on  
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  If you have these skills or  
qualifications and have a few hours to  spare please contact Rachael  
Osbourne, Volunteer Co-ordinator, Foyle Hospice, 028 71351010 or   
email rachael@foylehospice.com. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration:  
St Oliver Plunketts             Monday     11:30am to 12:30pm 

Immaculate Conception    Thursday    01:00pm to 06:00pm.  
                                           Weekdays 07:30pm to 08:30pm    
                                           Sunday      06:00pm 

St Columb’s Church           Friday        01:00pm  to 07:20pm 

 

mailto:info@loughderg.org%20
http://www.loughderg.org/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-07/world-day-grandparents-elderly-pope-prayer-released-dicastery-la.html
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Our Parish Mass Schedule  
 

 

Weekday schedule   

                                                09.15am    Immaculate Conception  

                                                10:00am    St Columb’s,  

                                                11:00am    St Oliver Plunkett  
       11:00am    St Mary’s Oratory (Wednesday only) 

                                                07:30pm   St Columb’s  

 

Saturday Morning                 10:00am St Columb’s 

                    11:00am Immaculate Conception 

Weekend schedule Vigils 06:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

      06:00pm  St Oliver Plunkett 

      07:00pm St Columb’s 

      08:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

Morning (Sunday)                 09:30am  Immaculate Conception 

      10:00am  St Columb’s 

      11:15am St Oliver Plunkett  

      12 noon  Immaculate Conception 

      12:30pm St Columb’s 

Evening (Sunday)                 06:00pm   St Columb’s 

NB!       Mass in St Mary’s Oratory, Newbuildings on Wednesday at 11:00am  

 

The full schedule is available on the parish website 

All Liturgies are streamed on www.youtube.com/watersideparish 

https://watersideparish.host/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Week-and-Easter-Schedule-for-2021.pdf


Parish  News 

Sunday 25th JULY 

Contact Details 

 

Parish Office                     028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net 
Rev. Michael Canny         028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net  
Rev. Sean O’Donnell        028-7134 2303 sean.odonnell@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Malachy Gallagher   028-7134 2303 malachy.gallagher@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Roni Zacharias         028-7134 2303 Roni@watersideparish.net 
 

Website: www.waterside parish.net  Facebook: @watersidestrathfoyle   
Twitter: @WatersideParish  

Rest in Peace 

 

Deaths:   
Noel O’Donnell, Gortmore Place, Strathfoyle  

 

Anniversaries:     

Michael Friel, Geoff Green, Terry Doran, Mary Doherty,  
Mena O’Donnell, Anne Stone, Kathleen Mullan, Johnny McCrystal, 
Phonsie Curran, Dolly and Don Clarke, Louise Casey  
 

A Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,   I believe that You are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You  
sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  


