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 I am the bread that came from heaven. 

It is tempting to think of being a Christian in terms of striking a deal with God. I, 
for my part, will do this and that, these actions will show that I trust in God, 'love 
God' (whatever that means), and profess that I believe all things I ought to  
believe (just tell me what I am to believe and I will do it —and if you want me to 
sign something to that effect, I will do it!). If I do all this, then God will reward 
me with eternal life, or, at the very least, stop me going to a place of eternal  
punishment….. 
 

In this sort of presentation, faith is a deal rather than a relationship; it is  
something that occurs at fixed moments in the way one visits a service station 
rather than a pilgrimage; it is on the edges of ordinary life rather than at life's 
core; and it is an individual matter of survival rather than relating to the whole 
community of the People of God…. 

 

 

 

Then the task is to see how Jesus presents the relationship of being a Christian 
in today's gospel. 
•    The Father has not struck a deal with us, but in his love has sent his Son 
among us: we are called to a relationship of love with God. 
•    A relationship with God is on-going: he loves us at all times and without  
exception, so we cannot think of 'holy moments' and 'ordinary moments': God's 
love abounds and envelops every aspect of our lives. Jesus, the Son of the  
Father, has come among us and lives with us as one of us. 
•    Jesus is the Bread of Life: it is he who sustains us throughout our pilgrimage 
of life. 
•    It is a community that ate the manna in the desert, and it is a community that 
is sustained by Christ the Bread of Life – this is why we gather and we pray and 
we eat and we drink. 

Discovering the whole extent of God's loving involvement in our lives is the task as 
great as life itself. We can never fully grasp this mystery while we live; but we must 
be careful never to betray it by reducing that life-long and life-giving relationship to 
miserable meanness of human dealings. 
 

We can grasp the horror of reducing faith to commerce by noting how jarring this 
sentence is: The Lord has come offering life in abundance, Love's gift; 
he did not come selling tickets for places in a life-boat! 
 

                                                       extract from catholicireland.net 
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The month of August is dedicated to The Immaculate Heart of Mary. 
Most notably, during August, we celebrate the feast of the Transfiguration (August 6) 
and the feast of the Assumption (August 15). 
 

The other main feasts of this month are St. Eusebius of Vercelli and St. Peter Julian 
Eymard (August 2), St. John Mary Vianney (August 4), Dedication of St. Mary Major 
(August 5), Transfiguration of the Lord (August 6), St. Sixtus II and Companions and 
St. Cajetan (August 7), St. Teresa Benedicta (August 9), St. Lawrence (August 10), 
St. Clare (August 11), St. Jane Frances de Chantal (August 12), St. Maximilian Kolbe 
(August 14), St. Stephen of Hungary (August 16), St. John Eudes (August 19), St. 
Bernard (August 20), St. Pius X (August 21), St. Rose of Lima (August 23), St. Bar-
tholomew (August 24), St. Louis of France (August 25), St. Monica (August 27), St. 
Augustine (August 28) 
 

DROMANTINE RETREAT CENTRE: The following Retreat and Workshops will be 
offered by Fr Hugh Lagan SMA: 
‘Called by a New Name’  Retreat – Refocus, recharge and reconnect in a  
post-pandemic world.  Sunday 3 October, 5pm – Friday 8 October, 9.30am.   
Cost £420/€490. 
‘Broken Open’ Workshop – How difficult times can help us grow.   
Friday 19 November, 5pm – Sunday 21 November, 2pm.  Cost £200 / €230. 
Enquiries and reservations: Tel 028 (048 from ROI) 30821964.   
Email: admin@dromantineconference.com 

 

The Matt Talbot Prayer Society – Praying for those suffering from Addiction: This  
Prayer Society has been created to pray for people who are suffering from any form  
of addiction, to pray for those recovering from  addiction, and to pray for all those  
affected by addiction, especially family  members 

 

To join the Matt Talbot Prayer Society, you are invited to enrol the name of the person 

 to be prayed for and the addiction we are praying that they will be freed from. Those  
enrolled will be prayed for specifically every day by members of the Matt Talbot  
Prayer Society. Mass will be offered for those enrolled on the first Monday of every  
month in St Eugene’s Cathedral at 7.30 pm. You will also receive an enrolment card  
to enable you to join in the prayer.  
 

To enrol someone in the Matt Talbot Prayer Society please phone St Eugene’s  
Cathedral at 02871262894 or email steugenes@btconnect.com or private message  
St Eugene’s Cathedral  
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Our Parish Mass Schedule  
 

 

Weekday schedule   

                                                09.15am    Immaculate Conception  

                                                10:00am    St Columb’s,  

                                                11:00am    St Oliver Plunkett  
       11:00am    St Mary’s Oratory (Wednesday only) 

                                                07:30pm   St Columb’s  

 

Saturday Morning                 10:00am St Columb’s 

                    11:00am Immaculate Conception 

Weekend schedule Vigils 06:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

      06:00pm  St Oliver Plunkett 

      07:00pm St Columb’s 

      08:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

Morning (Sunday)                 09:30am  Immaculate Conception 

      10:00am  St Columb’s 

      11:15am St Oliver Plunkett  

      12 noon  Immaculate Conception 

      12:30pm St Columb’s 

Evening (Sunday)                 06:00pm   St Columb’s 

NB!       Mass in St Mary’s Oratory, Newbuildings on Wednesday at 11:00am  

 

The full schedule is available on the parish website 

All Liturgies are streamed on www.youtube.com/watersideparish 

https://watersideparish.host/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Week-and-Easter-Schedule-for-2021.pdf
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Contact Details 

 

Parish Office                     028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net 
Rev. Michael Canny         028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net  
Rev. Sean O’Donnell        028-7134 2303 sean.odonnell@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Malachy Gallagher   028-7134 2303 malachy.gallagher@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Roni Zacharias         028-7134 2303 Roni@watersideparish.net 
 

Website: www.waterside parish.net  Facebook: @watersidestrathfoyle   
Twitter: @WatersideParish  

Rest in Peace 

Deaths:   
Bridget McKinney, Violet Street, Paul and Sinead Cook, Strathfoyle 

And parents and family of baby Emily Taylor, Tamneymore 

Anniversaries:     
George Keddy, Kathleen Johnston, George, Agnes and Des Duffy, James 
McDaid, Mary Cooke, Mary Muldoon,Celine Boyle, Sheila Kerrigan,  
Philomena Burrow, Elizabeth Duddy, Rose McDonald, Tommy Callaghan, 
James Devine, Mary Doherty, Mary and Patrick Doherty, Alice Brown,  
Marjorie Coyle, George Killen, Margaret Hopkins, Margaret Toland.  

A Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,   I believe that You are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You  
sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  


