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Assumption of the   Blessed Virgin Mary       

 Today’s feast celebrates the good news that because Mary belonged to Jesus 
in a special way throughout her earthly life, she now shares in a special way in 
his risen life. This feast does not celebrate a privilege of Mary alone, because 
where Mary now is, God wants all of us to be. We are all destined to share fully 
in the Lord’s risen and glorious life. In the words of Saint Paul in today’s second 
reading, ‘all will be brought to life in Christ’. The opening words of today’s first 
reading from the Book of Revelation has been understood as an imaginative 
depiction of Mary’s glorious life, ‘a woman, adorned with the sun, standing on 
the moon, and with the twelve stars on her head for a crown’. Yet, at the same 
time, that first reading also brings home to us that Mary’s glorious destiny  
belongs to us all. 

Whereas the woman in that reading has been heard as referring to Mary, the 
woman can also be understood as an image of the church. The reading depicts 
a conflict between the woman and the dragon. The dragon’s seven heads would 
have suggested the seven hills of Rome. At the time this book of Revelation 
was written, the church was under great pressure from the Roman society to 
worship the Roman emperor as the agent of the Roman gods. Because the 
members of the church refused to do so, they were always at risk of  
persecution. The woman, the church, is trying to give birth to Christ in that  
Roman world, but the dragon, the evil power that is behind the Roman Empire, 
stands ready to devour this child, this Christ who claims to be the ruler of the 
nations. It is an image of the church confronted by forces that are opposed to 
God’s purpose for the world. The woman signifies both Mary, who gave birth to 
Jesus, and the church who continues to give birth to Jesus in every age through 
the lives of its members. 

Mary, in that sense, is an image of the church and, so, when we look to Mary, we can 
learn a lot about ourselves as church. In Luke’s gospel, from which our gospel  
reading is taken, Mary is portrayed as the ideal disciple. She embodies what we, as 
church, as disciples of the Lord, are called to become. Mary not only shows us our 
ultimate destiny, but also what it means to be a disciple of the risen Lord now. In the 
gospel reading, Elizabeth addresses Mary as ‘the mother of my Lord’. In that regard, 
Mary is unique. However, Elizabeth then goes on to declare Mary blessed because 
she believed the promise made to her by the Lord. In that regard, we can be like her. 
She was a woman of faith; she entrusted herself to the Lord’s word, ‘let it be to me 
according to your word’. We are all called to entrust ourselves to the Lord’s word so 
that it shapes our lives, as it shaped the life of Mary.                              
 

                                                      extract from catholicireland.net 
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Pray for Vocations live with Bishop McKeown 

Bishop Donal McKeown will lead prayers for vocations every Thursday of August at 
8:30pm, live on SW Prayer channel (swprayer.org). 
Date: Every Thursday in August 2021. Time: 8:30 PM. 
Where: Join the live broadcast at 8.30pm at: SW Prayer channel.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preparing for Marriage? Catholic Engaged Encounter: A 'Zoom' online Marriage 

Preparation course is planned for 11th-12th September 2021. This 2-day course 

 is a positive way of preparing for Marriage where you will discover how you  
can enrich your future relationship. Information/Booking: marriageencounter.ie  
or 028276 38512 

 

The Matt Talbot Prayer Society – Praying for those suffering from Addiction: This  
Prayer Society has been created to pray for people who are suffering from any form  
of addiction, to pray for those recovering from  addiction, and to pray for all those  
affected by addiction, especially family  members 

 

To join the Matt Talbot Prayer Society, you are invited to enrol the name of the person 

 to be prayed for and the addiction we are praying that they will be freed from. Those  
enrolled will be prayed for specifically every day by members of the Matt Talbot  
Prayer Society. Mass will be offered for those enrolled on the first Monday of every  
month in St Eugene’s Cathedral at 7.30 pm. You will also receive an enrolment card  
to enable you to join in the prayer.  
 

To enrol someone in the Matt Talbot Prayer Society please phone St Eugene’s  
Cathedral at 02871262894 or email steugenes@btconnect.com or private message  
St Eugene’s Cathedral  
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Our Parish Mass Schedule  
 

 

Weekday schedule   

                                                09.15am    Immaculate Conception  

                                                10:00am    St Columb’s,  

                                                11:00am    St Oliver Plunkett  
       11:00am    St Mary’s Oratory (Wednesday only) 

                                                07:30pm   St Columb’s  

 

Saturday Morning                 10:00am St Columb’s 

                    11:00am Immaculate Conception 

Weekend schedule Vigils 06:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

      06:00pm  St Oliver Plunkett 

      07:00pm St Columb’s 

      08:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

Morning (Sunday)                 09:30am  Immaculate Conception 

      10:00am  St Columb’s 

      11:15am St Oliver Plunkett  

      12 noon  Immaculate Conception 

      12:30pm St Columb’s 

Evening (Sunday)                 06:00pm   St Columb’s 

NB!       Mass in St Mary’s Oratory, Newbuildings on Wednesday at 11:00am  

 

The full schedule is available on the parish website 

All Liturgies are streamed on www.youtube.com/watersideparish 

https://watersideparish.host/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Week-and-Easter-Schedule-for-2021.pdf
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Contact Details 

 

Parish Office                     028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net 
Rev. Michael Canny         028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net  
Rev. Sean O’Donnell        028-7134 2303 sean.odonnell@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Malachy Gallagher   028-7134 2303 malachy.gallagher@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Roni Zacharias         028-7134 2303 Roni@watersideparish.net 
 

Website: www.waterside parish.net  Facebook: @watersidestrathfoyle   
Twitter: @WatersideParish  

Rest in Peace 

 

Deaths:   
Gerry Maguire, Moyglass, Strathfoyle  

Anniversaries:     

Celine Friel, Terry Doherty, Cathy McCauley, Jim Quigley,  
James Elliot, James Ferry, Francis Kerr and Isabella Kerr,  
Ethna McGrath, James Mullan, Pat Aquino,  
Joseph and Ellen McCready, Gerald and Kathleen Harvey    
 

A Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,   I believe that You are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You  
sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  


