
Parish  News 

Sunday 22nd August 

 

                                                     
                                                               

 

 

 

Lord, who shall we go to? You have the message of eternal life  

 We come now to the last extract from John's gospel and the end of the  
discourse on the Bread of Life. It highlights a theme that began in chapter 5 of 
John and that is a growing opposition to and refusal to believe in Jesus. While 
earlier in the discourse it was the crowds who were having difficulty with Jesus' 
presentation of himself as the bread of life, now it is his own disciples who are 
complaining that it is too much to expect them to accept what Jesus has said 
about himself. Jesus replies that what he is speaking about can only be  
understood through the work of the spirit, i.e. through the eyes of faith. Some 
find the challenge too much and cease to follow him and in response Jesus 
asks the twelve do they also wish to go away. Peter replies with a confession of 
faith that demonstrates that he (and they!) are beginning to grasp something of 
the revelation that Jesus brings. Because they believe then they know that he is 
indeed the Holy One of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection 

'What about you, do you also want to go away? No-one can be press-ganged into 
discipleship and Jesus yet again puts the choice before us as we gather for our 
Sunday Eucharist. Why is there a crisis here? Is it because they cannot believe that 
Jesus can truly give of himself in the way he has described? Is faith in the Eucharist 
too much to ask for? Perhaps it is not so much an intellectual difficulty about how 
this can happen but rather an intuition about the far reaching implications of what 
he is saying. For in giving us himself he is asking us to forget about ourselves and 
maybe that is just too much. Yet Peter speaks for us all when he says: 'Lord to 
whom shall we go? Nothing in the world with all its possibilities and attractions can 
nourish our hunger to love and be loved as completely as Jesus, our Bread of Life. 
 

                                                      extract from catholicireland.net 
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Pray for Vocations  
live with Bishop McKeown 

Bishop Donal McKeown will lead prayers for  
vocations every Thursday of August at 8:30pm, live on 
SW Prayer channel (swprayer.org). 
Date: Every Thursday in August 2021.  
Time: 8:30 PM. 
Where: Join the live broadcast at 8.30pm at: SW Prayer 
channel.  
 

 

54 Day Rosary Novena for  an increase of  faith and sanctity of life in  
Ireland. Started on 15th August (Feast of the Assumption) and ends on 
October 7th (Feast of the Holy Rosary). It consists of 6 novenas -  
3 in Petition and 3 in Thanksgiving.  
Rosary prayed after each morning Mass Monday to Saturday Trench 
road. Holy hour on Sundays 6:00 to 7:00pm. 
 

Preparing for Marriage? Catholic Engaged Encounter: A 'Zoom' online 

 Marriage Preparation course is planned for 11th-12th September 2021.  
This 2-day course  is a positive way of preparing for Marriage where you  
will discover how you can enrich your future relationship. Information and 

Booking: marriageencounter.ie or 028276 38512 

 

The Matt Talbot Prayer Society – Praying for those suffering from Addiction: This  
Prayer Society has been created to pray for people who are suffering from any form  
of addiction, to pray for those recovering from  addiction, and to pray for all those  
affected by addiction, especially family  members 

 

To join the Matt Talbot Prayer Society, you are invited to enrol the name of the person 

 to be prayed for and the addiction we are praying that they will be freed from. Those  
enrolled will be prayed for specifically every day by members of the Matt Talbot  
Prayer Society. Mass will be offered for those enrolled on the first Monday of every  
month in St Eugene’s Cathedral at 7.30 pm. You will also receive an enrolment card  
to enable you to join in the prayer.  
 

To enrol someone in the Matt Talbot Prayer Society please phone St Eugene’s  
Cathedral at 02871262894 or email steugenes@btconnect.com or private message  
St Eugene’s Cathedral  
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Our Parish Mass Schedule  
 

 

Weekday schedule   

                                                09.15am    Immaculate Conception  

                                                10:00am    St Columb’s,  

                                                11:00am    St Oliver Plunkett  
       11:00am    St Mary’s Oratory (Wednesday only) 

                                                07:30pm   St Columb’s  

 

Saturday Morning                 10:00am St Columb’s 

                    11:00am Immaculate Conception 

Weekend schedule Vigils 06:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

      06:00pm  St Oliver Plunkett 

      07:00pm St Columb’s 

      08:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

Morning (Sunday)                 09:30am  Immaculate Conception 

      10:00am  St Columb’s 

      11:15am St Oliver Plunkett  

      12 noon  Immaculate Conception 

      12:30pm St Columb’s 

Evening (Sunday)                 06:00pm   St Columb’s 

NB!       Mass in St Mary’s Oratory, Newbuildings on Wednesday at 11:00am  

 

The full schedule is available on the parish website 

All Liturgies are streamed on www.youtube.com/watersideparish 

https://watersideparish.host/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Week-and-Easter-Schedule-for-2021.pdf
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Contact Details 

 

Parish Office                     028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net 
Rev. Michael Canny         028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net  
Rev. Sean O’Donnell        028-7134 2303 sean.odonnell@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Malachy Gallagher   028-7134 2303 malachy.gallagher@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Roni Zacharias         028-7134 2303 Roni@watersideparish.net 
 

Website: www.waterside parish.net  Facebook: @watersidestrathfoyle   
Twitter: @WatersideParish  

Rest in Peace 

Deaths:   
Jacqueline McAlinden, Rossdowney Park, Michael McLaughlin,  
Fountain Hill, Jerry McElhinney, Moyglass Place, Tommy Duffy,  
Moore Walk, Patricia O’Hara, Carlin Terrace, Samantha Willis,  
Clonmeen Drive  

 Anniversaries:     
Canon John Friel, Ellen Lynch, Lexie Smith, Mary Murray, Kathleen Murray,  
Elizabeth Kelly, Cathal Gallagher, Olive Houston, Edward and Margaret 
Houston, Frances Brown, Brenda Curran, Tommy McNaught, John Minihan, 
Dai Parkhouse 

A Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,   I believe that You are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You  
sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  


