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He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak. 

The Rite of Blessing and Sprinkling Holy 
Water (Missal, p 387) is appropriate  
because the gospel is that of Jesus  
restoring hearing and speech to the deaf 
man with the speech impediment.  A 
more focused introduction could take 
this form:  

Dear friends, 
Today's gospel reminds us that when we 
were baptised, the Lord touched our ears 
to receive his word and our mouths to  
proclaim his faith. 
 

Now we have gathered together to listen to his word and to proclaim that faith. 
So, let us ask God to bless this water, which we will use to remind us of our  
baptism, and to keep us faithful to the Spirit he has given us. 
 

Gospel Comments 

 

This healing, which follows the pattern of healings in Mark, is intended to be 
read as one more indication of the arrival and nature of the messianic times. 
Each healing and each miracle is like a pointer to one more aspect of Jesus as 
'the Christ'. 
 

At the end of the healing, the crowd's reaction and amazement is a direct  
allusion to the reaction described in Isa 35:5-6; and for Mark, the healing taken 
with the reaction is an indication that the glorious future, which was long 
awaited, is already a reality in Jesus. But there is still the 'messianic secret' 
when Jesus orders them to tell no one of the miracle, yet the more he tells 
them this, the more they ignore him. Mark is anxious that no one should think 
of Jesus just as a healer: the messiah only becomes truly visible in the cross 
and resurrection. 
 

Since this miracle is only found in a much cut-down form in Matthew (15:29-

31), this is a very good place to see just what a distinctive theological voice 
Mark had. Moreover, the details of the Ephphatha, which has had such a  
profound impact on the liturgy of baptism, is only found here. 
The gift of new speech allows us to praise him in prayer, to proclaim the truth 
to sisters and brothers, and to announce the good news of Jesus. 
 

                                                      extract from catholicireland.net 
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SEASON OF CREATION. “A Home for All?:  
Restoring Our Common Home” 
The Season of Creation or Creation Time, is 
marked throughout the Christian world from 
1st September to 4th October (Feast of Saint 
Francis of Assisi), celebrating the joy of  
creation as well as encouraging awareness-

raising initiatives to protect the natural  
environment. 
 

The Diocese of Derry is encouraging parishes, schools and families to  
reflect on what they can do to protect the environment around us all. 
Throughout the season, parishes are encouraged to promote  
environmental, liturgical or prayer projects: Nature walks, planting seeds,  
collecting rubbish or recycling are examples. For ideas, initiatives,  
prayers, liturgies and news articles on the theme please see the diocesan 

social media channels and derrydiocese.org/season-of-creation. 
 

Guided Pilgrimages on the Lough Derg Pilgrim Path will be offered on 
Sunday 12th, Wednesday 15th, Saturday 18th & Sunday 26th September 
and Sunday 3rd October, with Mass outdoors, weather permitting.  The 
full route is a 12km loop, with a shorter 8km option.   Advance booking is 
essential.  For further information email info@loughderg.org  or telephone 
0(0353) 71 9861518.  www.loughderg.org     Lough Derg Pilgrim Path, 
Pettigo, Co Donegal.  F94 N289 

 

54 Day Rosary Novena for  an increase of  faith and sanctity of life in  
Ireland. Started on 15th August (Feast of the Assumption) and ends on 
October 7th (Feast of the Holy Rosary). It consists of 6 novenas -  
3 in Petition and 3 in Thanksgiving.  
Rosary prayed after each morning Mass Monday to Saturday Trench 
road. Holy hour on Sundays 6:00 to 7:00pm. 
 

Preparing for Marriage? Catholic Engaged Encounter: A 'Zoom' online 

 Marriage Preparation course is planned for 11th-12th September 2021.  
This 2-day course  is a positive way of preparing for Marriage where you  
will discover how you can enrich your future relationship. Information and 

Booking: marriageencounter.ie or 028276 38512 
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Our Parish Mass Schedule  
 

 

Weekday schedule   

                                                09.15am    Immaculate Conception  

                                                10:00am    St Columb’s,  

                                                11:00am    St Oliver Plunkett  
       11:00am    St Mary’s Oratory (Wednesday only) 

                                                07:30pm   St Columb’s  

 

Saturday Morning                 10:00am St Columb’s 

                    11:00am Immaculate Conception 

Weekend schedule Vigils 06:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

      06:00pm  St Oliver Plunkett 

      07:00pm St Columb’s 

      08:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

Morning (Sunday)                 09:30am  Immaculate Conception 

      10:00am  St Columb’s 

      11:15am St Oliver Plunkett  

      12 noon  Immaculate Conception 

      12:30pm St Columb’s 

Evening (Sunday)                 06:00pm   St Columb’s 

NB!       Mass in St Mary’s Oratory, Newbuildings on Wednesday at 11:00am  

 

The full schedule is available on the parish website 

All Liturgies are streamed on www.youtube.com/watersideparish 

https://watersideparish.host/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Week-and-Easter-Schedule-for-2021.pdf
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Contact Details 

 

Parish Office                     028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net 
Rev. Michael Canny         028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net  
Rev. Sean O’Donnell        028-7134 2303 sean.odonnell@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Malachy Gallagher   028-7134 2303 malachy.gallagher@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Roni Zacharias         028-7134 2303 Roni@watersideparish.net 
 

Website: www.waterside parish.net  Facebook: @watersidestrathfoyle   
Twitter: @WatersideParish  

Rest in Peace 

Deaths:   
 

 Anniversaries:     
Eileen Quinn, Phyllis O’Neill, John McLaughlin, Joe Dunlop, Hugh O’Kane, 
Paul Crossan, Michael McNaught, Michael North, Patrick McLaughlin,  
Nellie Ward, George McCarron, John Paul McConomy, John and Annie 
Doherty, Michael and Mary Feeney, Kathleen Graham, Margaret Mulligan, 
William O’Donnell, Mark O’Donnell  
 

A Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,   I believe that You are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You  
sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  


