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“Who do people say I am?” 

We come now to a crucial moment 
in Mark's narrative as we hear the 
first of three predictions of Jesus' 
passion and death. From the  
beginning of the gospel there have 
been many expressions of wonder 
and amazement at what Jesus has 
done and these have often been 
accompanied by the question: 
'Who can this be?' Jesus, however, 
has attempted to keep a lid on the 
question of his identity, as though 
he wanted it kept a secret. Now in 
these important verses we learn why. Jesus is interested above all in the response of 
faith and that is why he asks the disciples: 'Who do you say that I am?' Peter answers, 
acknowledging that Jesus is the Messiah. This is a Hebrew word and simply means 
the anointed one, but in the minds of the Jews of first-century Palestine it means 
much more. Peter is saying that Jesus is the long awaited fulfilment of the scriptures, 
the one to set his people free from foreign domination and who would usher in a 
great period of restoration and renewal. Jesus accepts the title but immediately  
begins the task of trying to bring his disciples to understand that he is not the type of 
Messiah they expect. Quite the opposite in fact, for the kingdom he proclaims will 
meet with fierce opposition and he will suffer the ultimate penalty for his faithfulness 
to it. What's more is that he expects his disciples to walk the same path.  

Reflection 

 

As Christians we pray daily using the words Jesus taught us: 'Thy Kingdom come.' When we 
do this we are saying that we want the world to be the way God wants it. In other words 
a place of peace and justice where no-one suffers through poverty, war or oppression. If this 
is what we want then we must live in a way which helps to bring this about, we must be  
committed to change. Such a choice might leave us like the Servant in the first reading facing 
abuse and insults from those who would prefer to leave things as they are. This is what Jesus 
is talking about in today's gospel: taking up our cross to follow him does not mean we are to 
go looking for suffering; rather it means accepting that choosing the way of God's kingdom 
will cost us. In short, faith without works is dead!  
 

                                                      extract from catholicireland.net 
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Fr Aidan Mullan  RIP 

 

It is with deep sadness and a profound sense of loss that 
we heard of the death of Fr Aidan. Whilst we were aware 
that he was very ill, the reality of his death takes a while 
to sink in. 
 

An Omagh man he was ordained a Priest in 1976. For the 
first two years of his priestly life he served in this parish. 
From here he moved to the staff of St Columb’s and then 
back here as curate for a year before being  appointed as 
Parish Priest.  
 

We mourn his loss as a man and priest of outstanding  
integrity who lived the Gospel values each day with faith, compassion and love. 
He leaves behind a strong legacy of Christianity in action and a deep-seated  
belief in the power of prayer. May he rest in peace. 
The 7:30p evening Mass on Monday evening 13th will be offered for the  
repose of his soul and give parishioners an opportunity as a community to 
remember him in prayer 

—————————————————————————————————————- 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2021 

 

Mon 20th September 2021  1:00pm  Sacred Heart PS Immaculate Conception Church A 

Mon 20th September 2021  4:00pm  Sacred Heart PS Immaculate Conception Church B  
 

Tue 21st September 2021   1:00pm Good Shepherd PS St Columb's Church A 

Tue 21st September 2021   4:00pm Good Shepherd PS St Columb's Church B 

 

Wed 22nd September 2021   1:00pm St Oliver Plunkett PS St Oliver Plunkett Church  
Wed 22nd September 2021   4:00pm Oakgrove IPS St Oliver Plunkett Church  
 

Thur 23rd September 2021  1:30pm Chapel Road PS St Columb's Church  
Fri 24th September 2021     1:00pm St Columba's PS St Mary’s Oratory.  
Fri 24th September 2021     5:00pm Others Immaculate Conception Church 

 

We encourage you to pray for the children and their families at this  
special time. 
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Diocesan Appointments 

During the course of the last couple of weeks 
Bishop McKeown has made a number of new 
diocesan appointments. As a result Fr Malachy 
Gallagher has been appointed curate to the  
parish of Melmount, Strabane residing in the  
parochial house in the grounds of Immaculate  
Conception Church, Strabane. He will be  
assisting Fr Michael Doherty, PP Melmount who 
has had surgery earlier this year. 

Fr Malachy has been in the parishes of Glendermott and Strathfoyle 
since his ordination four years ago. In that time he has engaged himself 
in all aspects of parish life. His quiet and gentle manner has endeared 
him to many.  He had hoped to do further study abroad but Covid –19 has 
changed his plans at least for the time being. 

We take this opportunity to thank him for his contribution to our parishes 
for the past four years and wish him every blessing and good wish in his 
new appointment.   

In the  new appointments Bishop McKeown has appointed Fr Roni to be 
curate in our parishes of Strathfoyle and Glendermott.  Fr Roni has been 
with us since December 10th last years. I now extend to him a formal  
welcome.  It is his plan to be in the diocese for five years and undertake 
part time studies at University of Ulster (Magee Campus).    

 

Holy Hour for Vocations to Priesthood and Religious Life in the Diocese  
of Derry - Bishop Donal McKeown will lead an evening of prayer and  
intercession for an increase in vocations to the Priesthood and Religious  
Life in the Diocese of Derry at St Eugene’s Cathedral on Thursday 16th  
September 2021 beginning with Mass at 7:30pm followed by a Holy  
Hour.  All welcome  
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Our Parish Mass Schedule  
 

 

Weekday schedule   

                                                09.15am    Immaculate Conception  

                                                10:00am    St Columb’s,  

                                                11:00am    St Oliver Plunkett  
       11:00am    St Mary’s Oratory (Wednesday only) 

                                                07:30pm   St Columb’s  

 

Saturday Morning                 10:00am St Columb’s 

                    11:00am Immaculate Conception 

Weekend schedule Vigils 06:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

      06:00pm  St Oliver Plunkett 

      07:00pm St Columb’s 

      08:00pm  Immaculate Conception 

Morning (Sunday)                 09:30am  Immaculate Conception 

      10:00am  St Columb’s 

      11:15am St Oliver Plunkett  

      12 noon  Immaculate Conception 

      12:30pm St Columb’s 

Evening (Sunday)                 06:00pm   St Columb’s 

NB!       Mass in St Mary’s Oratory, Newbuildings on Wednesday at 11:00am  

 

The full schedule is available on the parish website 

All Liturgies are streamed on www.youtube.com/watersideparish 

https://watersideparish.host/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holy-Week-and-Easter-Schedule-for-2021.pdf
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Contact Details 

 

Parish Office                     028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net 
Rev. Michael Canny         028-7134 2303 secretary@watersideparish.net  
Rev. Sean O’Donnell        028-7134 2303 sean.odonnell@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Malachy Gallagher   028-7134 2303 malachy.gallagher@derrydiocese.org 

Rev. Roni Zacharias         028-7134 2303 Roni@watersideparish.net 
 

Website: www.waterside parish.net  Facebook: @watersidestrathfoyle   
Twitter: @WatersideParish  

Rest in Peace 

 

Deaths:   
Fr Aidan Mullan, Martin Boyle, Clooney Mews, Eileen Doherty,  
nee Fitzpatrick who died in Strabane  
  

Anniversaries:     

Edmund Barrow, Jim Barrow, Tommy Kerrigan, Roisin Doram,  
Liam Gormley, Philomena Martin, Liam O’Donnell, Mickey McLaughlin, 
Phonsie Henry, Minnie Boyle, Eileen Doherty  

A Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus,   I believe that You are present in the  
Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You  
sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.  


